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TDS Readers Submission Critique
Instructions
For internal use only

Following are the instructions for reading, evaluating, and completing the Submission Critique Form
on Survey Monkey. If you have any questions, be sure to contact Bre asap.

When you open the submission, you begin assessing it – before ever reading it.
Look at “how” the form is completed. A minor error (missing word/line count or genre) is not a big
deal, but major errors (no synopsis) are a concern because they indicate the professionalism of the
creative and give hints toward the quality of the piece.
Automatically check to see if the piece was labeled correctly and if the document has author
information on the upper lefthand corner, with name and page numbers in the header.

For fiction, the author should use Shunn’s story format: https://www.shunn.net/format/story/

For poetry, the poet should use Shunn’s poetry format: https://www.shunn.net/format/poetry/

TDS Submission Critique (Instructions) 2

You should also become familiar with the The Dark Sire (TDS) guidelines, located at
https://www.darksiremag.com/guidelines.html
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Our guidelines supersede Shunn’s whenever conflict occurs.

After briefly looking over the submission form and document formatting, you can start reading.
It is imperative that the story flows, has good chemistry, piques your interest as a reader, and
represents the genres we print. While reading, keep the following in mind:
Does the story truly fall into our represented subgenres – gothic (Poe), horror (Shelley/King),
fantasy (Tolkien), psychological realism (Dostoevsky)?
Note: We do NOT accept Sci-Fi or weird fiction in any form!
Is the story dark in tone or theme?
Does it push limits?
Is it just light/fluffy (surface darkness) OR does it grab you and hold on (deep darkness)?
Is the author holding back? Do they need to go deeper into the dark tone/theme?
What’s the subject matter/message?
Is the author addressing a social issue? Which one?
Are metaphors being used that address mental health, societal decay, personal identity?
Is the piece communicating an agenda or challenging societal thoughts? How?
Does the story have way overused cliché? Push author biases? Not interested!
How “dark” is dark?
1 – light (PG; not much darkness, could use more to heighten suitability)
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2 – light-medium (PG-13; some darkness, more may be needed but could be good as is)
3 – medium (R; good amount of darkness, great balance of story)
4 – medium-high (NC-17; high level of darkness, borderline too much)
5 – high (X; morbidly disturbing or Satanic, crosses the line) PLEASE NOTE: We do
NOT print level 5 content. If in doubt of a level breach, always ask for a EIC 2nd opinion.
Was there a full story?
Does it have a clear beginning, middle, and end?

ALL fiction must have this!

Was the writing polished?
Does it flow?
Does it have good character development?
Does it have a solid plot, no confusing holes?
Does it have grammar/punctuation issues?

Once you are done reading, you can suggest the story to be accepted, rejected, held for a 2nd opinion,
or put on the conditional list.
ACCEPTED: You believe 100% that this story needs to be printed and it is ready, as is, for
publication now. No extra work is done. Send it to the Editor-in-Chief (EIC).
REJECTED: You do NOT believe the story is interesting or good for the TDS brand/readership
because of content issues. These issues are just too bad to consider. This could also be because the
submission was messy or missing important information. If the story is weak and the submission
subpar, it’s usually rejected.
HELD FOR 2nd OPINION: You liked the story but there was just something that causes you to
hesitate. You may not know why you’re hesitating or maybe it’s because it crosses a line either with
you because of personal bias (ex: subject matter) or a level 5 breach. For whatever reason, you can’t
really accept it but the story is good so you don’t want to completely reject it. When you’re not sure,
you ask for another reader to review the submission. Any level 5 breach should be brought to the
attention of the EIC for review.
CONDITIONAL ACCEPT: You know the story is good and you want to suggest it for publication
BUT the story needs a little more polishing before we can print it. Things like grammar and
punctuation will always fall into this category, as will plot issues and story development problems. If
the story is good, but not great, and you feel a little more guided work will push the piece up a level,
suggest it for the conditional list. This will alert the EIC to an author who needs help in polishing
their work and an editor will be assigned.
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The last step in the submission critique is to fill-out the Readers Submission Critique form, which is
sent directly to the EIC.
To fill out the form, visit: https://www.darksiremag.com/subcritique.html
The form is through Survey Monkey and is user-friendly. It has 10 questions.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Input YOUR name as the person who’s reading the submission
Input the author’s name, as it appears on the submission form
Title of piece
Word count (fiction) or line count (poetry)

5. Genre
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6. Darkness Level
REMEMBER: If it’s X, mark it as such and explain in #10
7. Check all that apply concerning submission quality (guidelines followed?)

8. Select your decision for accepting/rejecting the submission
9. Explain your reasoning for accepting/rejecting the submission
10. Add any additional notes you may have. This could be notes you wish to share with the EIC
for consideration of the piece or to request a 2nd Reader. It can also be used to talk directly
to an editor about a conditional accept, giving more information about the problems/issues
you saw in the piece that need polished.
That’s it! You’re done. Just click SUBMIT and the form will be sent.

You need to complete one form for each submission you read. Submission with multiple poems
MUST be critiqued one-by-one and NOT as a collection.
Ideally, turn around time on reading and critiquing is 1 week from the time you’re assigned a story.
However, we’re all busy people and schedules change. Do your best to return submission critiques
in no more than 2 weeks. When submissions are heavy, turn around time will change to 1-3 months.

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT!
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If you have questions, please lmk asap.

